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Federal regulations governing tires and tubes have now been amended so that 
“dental surgeons” and “itinerant dentists” can obtain supplies of these rubber prod- 
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been placed in Class 1-A and whose induction is now imminent has been clarified in a 
statement from the War Manpower Commission . . . Commissions are still unavailable 
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dental interns be deferred as “men engaged in an essential profession” . . . A com- 
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for the salvage of scrap materials from dental offices . . . The newly created Council 
on Dental Health has created subcommittees on public education and on a national 
health program . . . A.D.A. President J. Ben Robinson has been appointed to a com- 
mittee to study medical services in the Army by the Secretary of War . . . The Navy 
Department opposed legislation designed to give the rank of rear admiral to dental 
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CHANGEs IN REGULATIONS PERMIT CERTAIN CLASSES 
OF DENTISTS TO OBTAIN TIRES AND TUBES 


The federal regulations concerning the 
rationing of tires and inner tubes have 
been altered to permit “dental surgeons” 
and “itinerant dentists” to secure essen- 
tial supplies of those products. In order 
to qualify for tires, members of the den- 
tal profession must be licensed by the 
appropriate state authorities and will be 
required to show that they have a sub- 
stantial number of patients whom they 
provide with services of an emergency 
character necessary to the saving of life 
or prevention of serious damage to health. 

The change in regulations was an- 
nounced by the War Service Committee 
of the American Dental Association, 
through C. Willard Camalier, chairman, 
who said that the change was “brought 
about at a time when the nation is faced 
with the greatest perils of its existence 
and is in recognition of the important 
réle which the profession is playing in 
the emergency and in the public health 
field.” 

The War Service Committee stated 
that practitioners who apply for tires as 
“{tinerant dentists” will be called upon 
to show that they render regularly 
scheduled dental service in scattered 
communities. A dental surgeon must 


present to the local War Price and 
Rationing Board a statement from his 
state dental association certifying that he 
is engaged in the practice of dental sur- 
gery and is serving a substantial number 
of patients who may need emergency 
treatment, and if such treatment is with- 
held, danger to life or health might re- 
sult. 

The report continues : 

The Committee notes that the regulation 
does not say that a dentist must limit his 
practice to oral surgery. It would seem, also, 
that dentists serving definite areas would 
have additional argument in presenting their 
cases, 

Successful applicants for tires under this 
new eligibility classification added to List 
A (which covers the most essential services) 
may use the tires only in the performance 
of their professional duties. However, in the 
case of an itinerant dentist, incidental trans- 
portation from home to the place where he 
performs his professional services will not 
affect eligibility. 

Undoubtedly, many situations will develop 
between rationing boards and dentists which 
will have to be adjusted locally, and in the 
event of dispute the local appeal boards are 
available. 

The Committee feels that a definite step 
in the right direction has been taken by the 
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government, and the dental profession is now 
in a basic position to meet changing condi- 
tions* affecting eligibility, or to cope with 
the problems which might arise should 
the use of synthetic rubber become a reality. 

The Committee suggests that state den- 
tal societies take very seriously the respon- 
sibility placed upon them by this amend- 
ment, and make their decisions primarily in 
the interests of the war effort and, secondly, 
with as much consideration as possible to 
the needs of the individual dental practi- 
tioner. 

The Committee deeply appreciates the 
spirit of patriotism which has animated the 
the members of the dental profession during 
the war era and urges the continuation of 
such spirit by strict adherence to the intent 
and purposes of this amendment. 


The change in regulations was made 
after prolonged negotiation by the War 
Service Committee. The seriousness of 
extending eligibility for tires and tubes 
was pointed out in a letter to the com- 
mittee from Robert S. Betten, chief, Tire 
Rationing Branch, Office of Price Ad- 


ministration, as follows : 


You are aware that this matter has been 
considered for a long time by this office. 
The difficulty has been that, although cer- 
tain dentists may require tires in emergency 
cases, the great bulk of the profession is not 
so situated that their work can be performed 
only through the use of private transpor- 
tation. 

We know that you recognize this to be the 
case. We have also had some difficulty in 
connection with the possible needs of “itin- 
erant dentists.” This, too, is a matter which 
has been discussed with Dr. Camalier and 
we know he is familiar wth some of the 
problems. 

You have undoubtedly read the Baruch 
Committee Report which emphasized again 
the seriousness of the “rubber situation.” It is 
because of the conditions outlined in that 
report that we have had to move with the 
utmost caution on any proposition which 
involved an extension of eligibility. 

It may be that it will be possible to amend 
the eligibility classification under the most 
rigid restrictions, which will take care 
of the very few emergency cases which the 


dental profession has called to our attention. 
We are giving this matter our very careful 
consideration. 


The new amendment became effective 
on October 2, 1942.* The text of the 
amended regulations follows : 


TIRES AND TUBES, RETREADING 
AND RECAPPING OF TIRES, AND 
CAMELBACK 

§ 1315.405 (a) (1) is amended to read as 
Eligible Under List A. 

§ 1315.405 Eligibility Classification; List A. 

(1) A vehicle operated by a physician, 
surgeon, osteopath, chiropractor, farm veter- 
inary, public health nurse, midwife, dental 
surgeon or itinerant dentist which is neces- 
sary for the performance of professional du- 
ties and is used exclusively for such purpose. 

(i) The Board may issue certificates under 
this paragraph only to physicians, surgeons, 
osteopaths, chiropractors, farm veterinaries, 
midwives, dental surgeons or itinerant den- 
tists who are licensed by the appropriate 
governmental agency, or to public health 
nurses, if the use of a motor vehicle is 
necessary for the performance of their pro- 
fessional duties because of the nature of 
such duties and the absence of other prac- 
ticable means of transportation. 

(iv) No certificate shall be issued to a 
midwife, itinerant dentist or dental sur- 
geon unless the board finds that he renders 
to a substantial number of patients services 
of an emergency character necessary to 
save life or prevent serious injury to health 
and that the use of a motor vehicle is nec- 
essary to the performance of these services. 
A dental surgeon must present a certificate 
to this effect from his state dental associa- 
tion, which certificate must also contain a 
statement that the applicant practices dental 
surgery. A vehicle used by an itinerant den- 
tist may be eligible hereunder only if the 
dentist renders regularly scheduled services 
in more than one locality and cannot per- 
form his duties effectively without a motor 
vehicle. A vehicle used by an itinerant den- 
tist, otherwise eligible hereunder, may be 
used by him to travel between his home and 
places where he renders professional services 
without forfeiting its eligibility. 


*Federal Register. P. 7669. September 29, 
P 
1942. 
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WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


DEFINE PRESENT STATUS 
Or DENTAL ComMISSIONS 


The procedure to be followed by den- 
tists who have been placed in Class 1-A 
and whose induction is imminent has 
been defined in a statement issued on 
September 30 by the War Manpower 
Commission. The statement has been 
released to all state chairman by the Di- 
recting Board of the Procurement and 
Assignment Service. The statement fol- 
lows : 


There will be no recruiting of dentists for 
the Army until further notice. . 

On August 4, 1942, the following release 
from National Headquarters of the Selective 
Service System was sent to local Selective 
Service Boards: 

“1. No deferment for recruiting —Regis- 
trants applying for a commission or for en- 
listment in the armed forces have heretofore 
been considered for deferment or postpone- 
ment of induction pending final action on 
their applications. That procedure is discon- 
tinued, Hereafter, registrants otherwise avail- 
able for military service shall not be con- 
sidered for deferment or postponement of 
induction by reason of having made applica- 
tion for a commission or for enlistment. 

“9. Deferments and postponements pre- 
viously granted.—Where such deferments or 
postponements have been granted before 
August 20, 1942, they shall be continued for 
the period for which granted even though the 
period of such deferments or postponements 
may extend beyond that date. 

“3. Notice of entry into service.—The 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard 
have been requested, whenever a registrant 
is commissioned or enlisted by them, imme- 
diately to notify the registrant’s local board.” 

On September 9, 1942, the following letter 
was sent to the Director, National Head- 
quarters, Selective Service System, from the 
Office of Surgeon General of the Army. 


“The procurement objective for dental of- 
ficers, Army of the United States, has been 
reached, and the authorized allotment for 
the period ending December 31, 1942 is 
almost filled. The Medical Officers Recruit- 
ing Boards have been given until September 
15, 1942 to process the unfinished applica- 
tions. Until further notice, only those den- 
tists classified in Class 1-A by their local 
boards and whose induction into the military 
establishment is imminent will be processed 
for appointment.” 

In view of this situation, it is imperative 
for every dentist who is placed in Class 1-A 
to communicate with his Selective Service 
Board to determine how soon he will be in- 
ducted. If induction is imminent, he should 
obtain a letter from his local Selective Ser- 
vice Board stating that his induction is immi- 
nent. He should then send this letter with a 
request for application to the Office of the 
Surgeon General asking for as rapid return 
of application as possible. 

The Office of the Surgeon General has 
stated that when the completed application 
and the report on the physical examination 
have been received, they will be processed 
as rapidly as possible. The dentist, if qual- 
ified, will be granted a commission within a 
relatively short time. 

The State Chairman for Procurement and 
Assignment Service should make every effort 
to have dentists who have been placed in 
Class 1-A deferred, if they are essential, since 
there is a shortage of dentists. If, however, 
a dentist is available for military duty, the 
state chairman should do everything possible 
to assist in expediting the above procedures, 
so that the dentist may be commissioned be- 
fore induction. 


In a second statement from the War 
Manpower Commission, the Directing 
Board of the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service outlined the order of selec- 
tion of dentists for service in the Army 
of the United States. This statement. 
which was sent to all state chairmen on 
September 30, follows : 


Dependency Categories.—Selective Service 
Boards are following the general rule of plac- 
ing only those men in Class 1-A who fall in 
the regularly determined dependency cate- 
gories so that single men without dependents 
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will be taken first, then through the various 
categories as listed in Selective Service Re- 
lease No. 279,* which was sent to you 
on August 26. These classifications will be 
adhered to rigidly by Selective Service. 

State chairmen should attempt to arrange 
their lists of available dentists in these va- 
rious dependency categories so that they 
may anticipate those most apt to be placed 
next in Class 1-A. 

Limited Service—Commissions will no 
longer be granted to dentists in the Dental 
Corps of the United States Army for limited 
service. If men placed in Class 1-A are not 
accepted for commission, then every effort 
should be made to defer them for civilian 
service. It will be necessary to relocate 
some dentists, and if they are declared avail- 
able by Selective Service, but not physically 
acceptable for the Dental Corps of the 
United States Army, then they might be re- 
located in a community where they will be 
essential. This is in accord with a (previous) 
release to State Directors of Selective Service 
from the National Headquarters of the Se- 
lective Service System. 

“We are informed by the Office of the 
Surgeon General that the physicians or den- 
tists listed below have been rejected for com- 
missions in the Army of the United States 
for the reasons given. 

“Tt is noted that these (physicians) or 
dentists have volunteered their services and 
have been rejected, through no fault of 
theirs. It is the opinion of this headquarters 
that duly licensed physicians or dentists who 
cannot be used by the armed forces in their 
professional capacity, when their services are 
so badly needed by the civilian population, 
should be considered for occupational classi- 
fication.” 


*The classifications: (1) single men with no 
dependents; (2) single men who do not con- 
tribute to the war effort, but who do have de- 
pendents; (3) single men with dependents and 
who contribute to the war effort; (4) married 
men who are not engaged in the war effort, 
but who maintain a bona fide family relation- 
ship with a wife only; (6) married men who 
are not engaged in the war effort and who 
maintain a bona fide family relationship with 
wife and children or children only; (7) mar- 
ried men who are engaged in the war effort 
and who maintain a bona fide family relation- 
ship with wife and children or children only. 


Dental Internships.—The following is an 
excerpt from a letter from the National Head- 
quarters of the Selective Service System, 
dated August 21, 1942. 

“This Headquarters believes that dental 
internes should receive the same considera- 
tion for deferment as medical interns; i.e., 
deferment as men engaged in an essential 
profession.” 


New Duties ror DENTISTS 
In Crvitian DEFENSE PLAN 


Units to help care for casualties and 
other patients who may have to be 
moved in case of enemy attack are now 
being organized, according to a recent 
announcement by James M. Landis, di- 
rector of the Office of Civilian Defense. 
The units will be composed of a dental 
surgeon, fifteen physicians and specialists 
in internal medicine, surgery, pathology 
and radiology. The units are being 
established in selected medical schools 
and hospitals in the coastal states. Invi- 
tations to form such units as part of the 
joint program of the Medical Division of 
the Office of Civilian Defense and the 
Public Health Service for wartime pro- 
tection of the civilian population were 
issued by the Surgeon General of the 
United States Public Health Service. 

All physicians of the unit will receive 
commissions in the U. S. Public Health 
Service Reserve, but will be called to 
active duty only if hospital patients in 
their own regions must be moved to 
Emergency Base Hospitals or if the 
civilian population is moved because of 
enemy action. Unless such an urgent 
need arises, they will remain on an in- 
active status for the duration of the war. 


cotorabo.—A plan for increased par- 
ticipation by dentists in the work of 
civilian defense has been developed by 
the Colorado State Dental Association. 
Early in July, the plan was initiated 
through the efforts of Ralph L. Christy, 
president of the Colorado State Dental 
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Association, and Robert H. McBride, 
president of the Denver Dental Associa- 
tion. The cooperation of official medical 
groups was sought in teaching dentists 
to aid in certain phases of medical work 
associated with civilian defense. 

In August, lectures were given on the 
handling of shock cases and on the treat- 
ment of open wounds. Actual demon- 
strations will supplement these lectures 
at a later date. During September, 
seventy-nine dentists attended lectures on 
anesthetics best suited to emergency 
work. After these classes, five or six den- 
tists were assigned to a hospital for one 
morning a week to observe the technic 
of anesthesia administration. Later, the 
dentists will receive further training by 
administering the anesthetic under the 
direction of the lecturer and hospital 
staff. Classes are now being organized 
in maxillofacial surgery, oral surgery, 
fractures of facia! bones, serology, the 
control of hemorrhage and other sub- 
jects. 

While emphasizing that this training 
is for use in emergency only, Dr. Christy 
urged “every locality, especially where 
there are military centers, and all coastal 
and border areas to carry out this pro- 
gram or a similar one.” 

“Let us hope,” he continued, “that 
the other states will find that same will- 
ingness and cooperation that we did in 
their state medical societies so that den- 
tists all over the United States can help 
the medical profession care for civilians 
in case of emergency.” 


MICHIGAN.—In Michigan, another pro- 
gram is being developed by the Genesee 
County Dental Society to aid in the med- 
ical work associated with civilian defense. 
Genesee County, which includes the city 
of Flint, has already had forty-one physi- 
cians and seven dentists called to the 
colors. Sixteen other dentists are now 
awaiting commissions. As a result of this 
increasing shortage in professional per- 


sonnel, the Genesee Medical Society 
asked sixteen members of the Genesee 
County Dental Society to take extensive 
training in such subjects as intravenous 
feeding, obtaining blood samples, intra- 
muscular injections, intravenous injec- 
tions and obtaining blood plasma. 

The training is now well under way 
and eight dentists have qualified for ob- 
taining plasma for the blood bank, intra- 
venous injection and feeding. Four more 
are now in training. Twelve dentists are 
also giving injections for the venereal 
diseases and all draft boards are being 
served by dentists who take blood speci- 
mens. By the end of the year, it is ex- 
pected that all sixteen of the dentists will 
be qualified for all types of work to be 
undertaken by the dental staff. 

The program has been developed un- 
der the direction of Charles H. Matson, 
of Flint, president of the Genesee County 
Dental Society. In commenting upon 
the plan, W. P. Dearing, acting chief 
medical officer of the Office of Civilian 
Defense, wrote to the War Service Com- 
mittee that “Dr. Matson’s letter gives a 
most interesting example of the way in 
which dentists may help relieve the 
growing shortage of physicians and den- 
tists.” He continues: “We shall try to 
bring before the medical profession and 
the local defense councils the splendid 
efforts of the Flint dentists.” 

Dentists in other parts of the country 
have assumed various posts in civilian 
defense organizations. State and local 
dental societies have been cooperating 
with local authorities and, in many cases, 
have sponsored courses to train members 
in civilian defense work. 

The Michigan and Colorado programs 
indicate that positions of great useful- 
ness can be found for dentists in ci- 
vilian defense work by cooperation with 
the medical profession and by estab- 
lishing intensive courses for training in 
special subjects. Other states are ex- 
pected to develop similar programs in 
the future. 
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THE WAR 


NAME CoMMITTEE TO STUDY 
MEDICAL SERVICE IN ARMY 


The President of the American Dental 
Association, J. Ben Robinson, of Balti- 
more, has been named by the Secretary 
of War as a member of a committee to 
study the medical services of the Army. 
The committee was appointed at the re- 
quest of Lieut. Gen. Brehon B. Somer- 
vell, Commanding General of the Serv- 
ices of Supply, and Maj. Gen. James C. 
Magee, Surgeon General of the Army. 
The purpose of the study will be to as- 
sure the personnel of the Army the best 
possible medical care, both in continen- 
tal United States and in overseas theaters 
of operations. The committee’s study 
will help the army medical department 
to maintain the high standards of pro- 
fessional efficiency and devotion which 
have been the finest traditions of the 
health professions and of the medical 
department of the Army. 

The members of the committee, in 
addition to Dr. Robinson, are: Col. 
Sanford Wadhams, U. S. Army, retired, 
Torrington, Conn. ; Col. William L. Kel- 
ler, U. S. Army (Medical Corps), re- 
tired, Washington, D. C.; John Herr 
Musser, M.D., professor of medicine, 
Tulane University of Louisiana School 
of Medicine, New Orleans, La.; Evarts 
Ambrose Graham, M.D., professor of 
surgery, Washington University School 
of Medicine, St. Louis, Mo.; Arthur 
Hiler Ruggles, M.D., Providence, R. L., 
clinical professor of psychiatry and men- 
tal hygiene at Yale University School of 
Medicine, New Haven, Conn.; Mr. 
James Hamilton, superintendent of New 
Haven Hospital, New Haven, Conn. ; 
Louis Dublin, Ph.D., statistician, Metro- 


politan Life Insurance Company, New 
York City; Lewis H. Weed, M.D., pro- 
fessor of anatomy, Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Medical School, Baltimore, and 
chairman, Division of Medical Sciences, 
National Research Council, and Mr. 
Corrington Gill, Washington, D.C., exec- 
utive of the committee. 


Navy Opposes FLAG 
RANK FoR DENTISTS 


“Sound administrative practice” would 
be interfered with if the rank of rear ad- 
miral should be given to dental officers 
of the Navy. This was the contention of 
the Navy Department in a letter sent to 
the House Naval Affairs Committee in 
September by Acting Secretary Ralph 
A. Bard. The letter opposed the enact- 
ment of H.R. 7243, introduced by Rep- 
resentative Carl Vinson, of Georgia, 
chairman of the House Naval Affairs 
Committee, on June 17. 

The Vinson bill provides “that the 
rank and grade of rear admiral, dental 
surgeon, is hereby established in the 
Dental Corps of the United States Navy, 
and dental officers shall become eligible 
for selection and promotion to this rank 
and grade under the provisions govern- 
ing the selection and promotion of other 
staff officers to the grade of rear admiral 
contained in the Act of June 10, 1926, 
or in existing law.” A companion bill, 
S. 2769, was introduced into the Senate 
in September by Senator David I. Walsh, 
of Massachusetts. The House Naval 
Affairs Committee has already expressed 
tentative approval of the Vinson bill. 

In opposing the enactment of the Vin- 
son bill, Acting Secretary of the Navy, 
Ralph A. Bard, stated : 

The Dental Corps of the Navy is a part 
of the Medical Department. The affairs 
of the Dental Corps are under the general 
direction of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, who has as his princi- 
pal assistant an officer of the Medical Corps 
of the rank of captain. Within the bureau, 
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and reporting directly to the Chief of the 
Bureau through the Assistant Chief of the 
Bureau, is a dental officer in charge of the 
Dental Section. Obviously, sound adminis- 
trative practice would not follow if the 
head of the Dental Corps were an officer 
of the rank of rear admiral. 


Purp_Le HEART AWARDED 
To Major D. M. O’Hara 


From Headquarters of the American 
Army Forces in China, Burma and India 
comes announcement of the Purple Heart 
Award to Maj. Donald M. O’Hara, DC. 
Maj. O’Hara served with Col. Robert 
Williams and Maj. Gordon S. Seagrove 
during the Burma campaign. 

Major O’Hara’s citation read: “For 
singularly meritorious service in Burma 
between March 15, 1942 and May 1, 
1942. By the maintenance of a surgical 
service close to the front, under frequent 
bombing, working for long hours with 
meager and improvised equipment, he 
rendered a service to the Chinese Fifth 
Army which resulted in the saving of 
many Chinese lives. This outstanding 
service reflects great credit on the mili- 
tary forces of the United States.” 


CoMMITTEE TO PLAN SALVAGE 
Or Scrap DENTAL MATERIALS 


A committee has been appointed by 
J. Ben Robinson, President of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association, to develop a 
program for the salvage of scrap mate- 
rials from dental offices. The committee 
will cooperate with the National Salvage 
Program under the Bureau of Industrial 
Conservation, War Production Board. 
Henry A. Swanson, 1726 Eye Street, 
N.W., Washington, D. C., will serve as 
chairman of the committee, with Harold 
J. Cronin, 739 Liberty Street, Spring- 
field, Mass.; James V. Gentilly, Rose 


Building, Cleveland, Ohio; H. E. King, 
Medical Arts Building, Omaha, Nebr., 
and H. B. Higgins, Spartansburg, S. C., 
as members. 

The committee is developing its pro- 
gram for the salvage of scrap dental 
materials and will announce the details 
in the near future. Discarded or obsolete 
instruments, equipment and appliances 
containing essential materials will be 
sought. The cooperation of every dentist 
will be asked when the Victory Scrap 
Drive is initiated. 


Promote E1cut Army 
DENTIsTs TO COLONEL 


Submitted to the United States Senate 
early in September were the following 
members of the regular army for promo- 
tion from lieutenant colonel, Dental 
Corps, to the rank of colonel: Oscar P. 
Snyder (temp. col.), Rex McK. Mc- 
Dowell (temp. col.), Charles M. Taylor, 
Thomas L. Smith (temp. col.), George 
R. Tressell (temp. col.) and Frederic H. 
Bockoven. 


COUNCIL ON 
DENTAL HEALTH 


New HeEattu Councit 
NAMES SUBCOMMITTEES 


At the recent meeting of the House of 
Delegates in St. Louis, a new Council 
on Dental Health was created by the 
merger of the Committee on Public 
Health and Education and the National 
Health Program Committee. The mem- 
bers of the new Council are: Emory W. 
Morris, chairman, Harold J. Noyes, 
Walter A. Wilson, Frank C. Cady, Leroy 
M. S. Miner, Hugo M. Kulstad, Leon R. 
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Kramer, Loren T. Hunt, Leo J. Schoeny 
and Lon W. Morrey, secretary. 

The activities previously carried on by 
the Committee on Public Health and 
Education will be conducted by a sub- 
committee on education of the new 
council, while the activities of the Na- 
tional Health Program Committee will 
be assumed by a health program sub- 
committee of the new council. Addi- 
tional details regarding the organization, 
plans and purposes of the Council on 
Dental Health will be announced in the 
near future. 


EpucATION 
PROJECTS ADVANCED 


At the last meeting of the Committee 
on Public Health and Education, now 
merged with the National Health Pro- 
gram Committee to form the Council on 
Dental Health, progress reports were 
made on various projects designed to 
promote the dental education of the pub- 
lic. A summary of these reports has been 
made available by Lon W. Morrey, sec- 
retary of the committee. 


scouTs.—Hugo Kulstad, chairman 
of the subcommittee appointed to work 
with the Boy Scouts of America, reported 
that the subcommittee, in cooperation 
with the editorial board of the boy scout 
group, is developing a series of short il- 
lustrated articles. One of these articles 
will appear regularly in each issue of the 
Boy Scout magazine. The subcommittee 
has also secured releases on a number of 
boy motion picture actors for illustration 
purposes. It is also arranging to have 
some of these articles illustrated by 
Hollywood motion picture cartoonists. 
The dental text, in the forthcoming is- 
sue of the Boy Scout Handbook, will 
also be revised by the committee accord- 
ing to the present plan. The 1940 edi- 
tion of the handbook, which is now in 


its thirty-third printing, consisted of 
400,000 copies. Six million nine hundred 
thousand copies of the handbook have 
been published to date. Thus, the hand- 
book offers an excellent avenue by which 
young Americans can be reached with a 
dental health message. A short monthly 
release in the Boy Scout Manual will 
offer an additional opportunity for serv- 
ice of this kind. 


RADIO.—The committee approved a rec- 
ommendation of the secretary for the 
preparation of electrically transcribed 
radio programs for children. Each of 
these fifteen-minute presentations will 
consist of one or two of the better stories 
for children. 

Professional talent, including one of 
America’s best story-tellers, will be em- 
ployed. The programs are designed to 
interest, as well as educate children, in 
better literature. They will offer excel- 
lent opportunities for cooperation with 
boards of education and library associa- 
tions. Each broadcast will include a 
brief but pertinent dental health message 
for the benefit of child and adult listen- 
ers. The first of these programs is now 
in preparation and others will follow im- 
mediately. 


MOTION PICTURE.—The committee re- 
viewed a new 16-mm. black and white 
sound film, “Our Teeth,” produced by 
the Knowledge Builders of New York 
City. The film consists largely of ani- 
mated drawings. It is strictly an educa- 
tional film, designed for junior and senior 
high school students, although it should 
be equally interesting and educational to 
certain adult groups such as_parent- 
teacher associations. 

The film describes the development 
and eruption of the teeth, dental anat- 
omy and the progress of dental caries. 
It emphasizes the importance of early 
and regular care by a competent dentist. 
One good feature of this film is the fact 
that it consists largely of drawings. 
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Therefore, it is not dated, as most dental 
films have been in the past. Styles in 
clothing change so frequently and so 
drastically that many dental films soon 
become outmoded and useless. The new 
film should have a life of many years 
because of its use of animated drawings. 

Upon the recommendation of the 
committee, the Bureau of Public Rela- 
tions has purchased several copies of this 
film for rental purposes. The film can 
be secured for a rental of one dollar per 
day plus express charges. 


LAY EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—In the past 
year, the Committee on Public Health 
and Education has reviewed and ap- 
proved twenty new radio broadcasts, all 
of which were prepared in dialog form 
by the Bureau of Public Relations or by 
members of the Association. Ten new 
lay educational pamphlets have been 
completed on different phases of dentis- 
try. These are now in press and will be 
offered to the profession during the 
winter months. 

Eleven articles were submitted to lay 
publications during the past twelve 
months. The publications included the 
National Parent-Teacher, Wisconsin 
Public Health Gazette, Stop and Look, 
Household Guide, South Dakota AI- 
manac, Diet Digest and the Public 
Heath Nursing Journal. National health 
and educational organizations, as well as 
a number of other groups, have availed 
themselves of the services of the Com- 
mittee on Public Health and Education. 

A number of these groups have sub- 
mitted the text of their dental articles to 
the committee for editing before publi- 
cation. The Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, the American Red Cross, the 
National Dairy Council, the Zurich In- 
surance Companies and the Public 


Health Nursing Journal are among the 
national organizations that have sub- 
mitted their material to the committee 
in the past year. 


1939 


Interest in dental visual educational 
material has increased remarkably dur- 
ing recent months. At least nine new 
motion picture or slide-film projects 
have been initiated or proposed within 
the past six months. These include a 
slide-film lecture by the Dental Hygiene 
Institute of Chicago; a slide-film lecture 
by the Zurich Insurance Companies ; 
three slide-film lectures by the Society 
for Visual Education; a sound motion 
picture film by the Knowledge Build- 
ers; a sound kodachrome film by the 
U. S. Coast Guard, and a kodachrome 
motion picture by the U. S. Navy. 

The Bureau of Public Relations, in 
the past year, has rented 544 films and 
sold twenty-one. It has also rented 
4,444 standard-size slides and 697 minia- 
ture-size slides and has sold 335 slides. 
One hundred and twenty-seven dental 
health exhibits have been furnished to 
seventy communities, and two new ex- 
hibits have been added to stock. 

Approximately 800,000 pieces of edu- 
cational material have been distributed 
by the bureau during the past year, but 
that total does not include radio broad- 
casts, newspaper articles or publicity re- 
leases. The activities of the Bureau of 
Public Relations are intimately con- 
nected with those of the Committee on 
Public Health and Education. 


Cartes ConTROL PLAN 
STATEMENT CORRECTED 


In the comprehensive caries control 
program proposed by the National 
Health Program Committee and ap- 
proved by the House of Delegates at the 
recent annual meeting in St. Louis, the 
importance of nutrition was emphasized 
from both the local and the systemic 
viewpoint. In the report on the pro- 
gram,* the statement was made to read: 


*J.A.D.A., 29:1750, September 15, 1942. 
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B. Nutrition . . . (2) systemic, It is no 
longer believed that a diet sufficiently high in 
calcifying elements and in vitamins operates 
to retard the progress of caries of the dentin, 
and in some cases causes its complete arrest. 

That statement, according to Leroy 
M. S. Miner, chairman of the National 
Health Program Committee, is ob- 
viously incorrect and does not represent 
the viewpoint of the committee or of its 
consultants. Dr. Miner pointed out that 
the original wording approved by the 
committee was : 

B. Nutrition . . . (2) It is no longer an 
academic fact that a diet sufficiently high in 
calcifying elements and in vitamins operates 
to retard the progress of caries of the dentin, 
and, in some cases, causes its complete arrest. 

The committee believes that it is now 
an established fact that calcifying ele- 
ments and vitamins may aid in retarding 
the progress of caries. The original re- 
port should be read in the light of the 


corrected viewpoint. 


BUREAU OF 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Orrer New CATALOG OF 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL 


The Bureau of Public Relations has 
issued its winter catalog of dental edu- 
cational material available to members 
and to the public. The catalog contains 
a complete list of pamphlets, radio 
broadcasts, charts, books, plays, models, 
posters and educational leaflets. There 
is also a list of material available through 
the bureau’s motion picture film and 
lantern slide services. 

The winter catalog, together with a 
special catalog on exhibit, poster and dis- 
play material, can be secured by address- 
ing the Bureau of Public Relations, 212 
East Superior St., Chicago. 


HEALTH INSURANCE 


AcTIivities INCREASE ON 
HEALTH INSURANCE FRONT 


Recent reports from three countries 
indicate that activities leading toward 
the establishment of health insurance 
programs have been increasing. Much 
of the new activity is in connection with 
problems arising out of the war. The 
Canadian Dental Association has _pro- 
posed “institution of a compulsory den- 
tal health insurance plan for all children 
up to the attainment of age sixteen.” 
The British Medical Association refused 
to endorse the establishment of a full- 
time salaried government medical serv- 
ice. In the United States, a Fortune sur- 
vey revealed that 74.3 per cent of per- 
sons believed that the federal government 
should collect enough taxes after the 
war to provide “medical care for every- 
one who needs it.” 


CANADA.—The Canadian Dental Associ- 
ation, at the request of the Dominion 
Department of Pensions and National 
Health, prepared an “outline plan for 
the cooperation of the dental profession 
in a health insurance arrangement.” 
The association emphasized that it was 
not advocating the introduction of a 
health insurance plan without recogniz- 
ing the need for further study, but it also 
recorded the “conviction that it would 
be undesirable to introduce any public 
health or health insurance plan without 
the inclusion of the essentially preventive 
dental service proposed.” 

The association proposes that a com- 
pulsory dental health insurance plan be 
established for all children up to age 16, 
with the following benefits available to 
each insured person : 
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1. A dental examination shall be given 
once every six months. 

2. Prophylactic treatment shall be given 
once every six months, when necessary. 

3. Plastic filling materials shall be used 
in restorative work. 

4. Provision shall be made for the use 
of special materials and appliances for the 
treatment of accident cases. 

5. Extractions and necessary dental sur- 
gery are to be performed when necessary. 

6. Anesthetics shall be used where neces- 
sary. 

7. Arrangements shall be made available 
whereby the patient may be referred for 
special services, 

8. Radiograms are to be used where con- 
sidered necessary. 

g. Provision shall be made for the use of 
such other materials as may be required in 
carrying out the usual procedures in the 
practice of dentistry for children.* 

Payment will be made in full from the 
Insurance Fund and fees will be based 
upon a schedule recommended by the 
Provincial Dental Board. 

To meet the demands of future ex- 
pansion of this program, four proposals 
were submitted by the Canadian Dental 
Association : 


1. For dental research, in an effort to re- 
duce the incidence of dental disease, an 
annual grant. 

2. For dental health education of the pub- 
lic in general and the dental profession an 
adequate annual grant to be made. The 
profession is convinced that education on 
dental public health is essential for the suc- 
cess of any such plan, as has been proved 
by past experience, and fully believe that 
such effort will materially reduce the cost 
of treatment. 

3. For dental education in view of the fact 
that the personnel will need to be drasti- 
cally increased in order to cope with the 
future increase in numbers of insured _in- 
dividuals, a sufficient amount to aid the 
dental schools of Canada. 

4. That at the time of increasing the age 
limit under the Plan, adjustment will be 
made in the Health Insurance Act so far 


*J. Canad. D. A., 8:430, September 1942. 


as it affects dentistry both in the benefits 
to be provided and in the basis of payment. 
These and any other future adjustments to 
be made with the cooperation of the repre- 
sentatives of the dental profession in Canada. 


If the plan is adopted, the Dominion 
of Canada would be the “first country 
to institute a definite and thorough plan 
of control in the field of public health as 
far as dentistry is concerned.” 


GREAT BRITAIN.—In Great Britain, on 
September 9, the British Medical Asso- 
ciation rejected by a vote of 177 to 20a 
proposal to have it endorse the establish- 
ment of a full-time salaried government 
medical service. The New York Times 
reported that Sir Kaye LeFleming said, 
“Salaried physicians and surgeons would 
lose their liberty for all time and become 
servants of government, which has never 
shown any great interest in the welfare 
of the medical profession.” He is also 
reported to have said that “neither the 
public nor the profession wants such 
service and the government is not anxious 
to start it if it can be helped.” 


UMTED STATES.—-In this country, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt was reported, on October 
7, as ready to ask the Congress for gen- 
eral revision of the Social Security Act 
to. provide benefits for approximately 
30,000,000 additional workers. It was 
expected that the President would sup- 
port four proposals made by the Social 
Security Board in its report last winter. 
The proposals are : 

1. The extension of old-age survivor 
insurance to cover all categories not now 
eligible, including 5,700,000 | self-em- 
ployed. 

2. The expansion and liberalization of 
the unemployment compensation pro- 
gram preferably under total federal juris- 
diction. 

3. A uniform and expanded program 
of aid to the aged, to the blind and to 
dependent children. The report recom- 
mended that federal funds used for this 
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purpose be controlled more closely from 
Washington. 

4. The extension of the Social Security 
System to make available federal funds 
for general assistance. The report urged 
particularly that federal funds be used 
to provide sickness and disability com- 
pensation as a necessary adjunct to ex- 
isting programs. 

The Fortune survey* revealed that the 
representative group was asked the fol- 
lowing question: Do you think that the 
federal government should or should not 
collect enough taxes after the war to 
provide medical care for every one who 
needs it? Almost three-quarters (74.3 
per cent) of those asked replied that the 
government should collect enough taxes 
after the war to pay for the medical care 
of every one who needs it. Only 21.0 
per cent replied in the negative, whereas 
the remainder, 4.7 per cent, could not 
decide. 

To the four questions involving social 
security that were asked in the Fortune 
survey—on medical care, old age pen- 
sions, employment on public works and 
unemployment compensation — there 
were a substantial majority of responses. 


NEWS NOTES 


A.M.A, CANCELS 
ANNUAL MEETING 


The 1943 annual meeting of the 
American Medical Association has been 
cancelled because of conditions brought 
about by the war. The only other can- 
cellations of the organization’s conven- 
tions occurred in 1861 and 1862 during 
the Civil War. Officers, trustees and com- 
mittees will meet, however, to perfect 
plans connected with the war effort. 


*Fortune, 26:14, July 1942. 


Papers ASKED FROM 
SECTION EssaYISTS 


All papers listed in the preliminary 
program of the cancelled Boston meeting 
should be sent immediately to the chair- 
men of the respective sections. This is in 
accordance with the action of the House 
of Delegates, which approved the sub- 
mission of all section papers to the Edi- 
torial Department for publication. 


A.M.A. SEEKS CHANGE 
In Druc REGULATIONS 


Elimination of the requirement for the 
certification of checks for the purchase 
of special tax stamps in connection with 
the dispensing of opium and its deriva- 
tives is being sought by the American 
Medical Association. When such drugs 
are dispensed, present regulations require 
the annual purchase of a tax stamp of 
one dollar. Payment may be made by 
check only when the check is certified 
by the bank of payment. 

Because “the Treasury Department 
of the United States of America accepts 
checks for larger amounts without re- 
quiring certification,” the House of 
Delegates of the American Medical 
Association, at its recent annual meeting, 
urged “persistent and emphatic steps” 
for the elimination of the requirement. 


U. S. Supreme Court To 
Hear A.M.A. Trust 


The United States Supreme Court 
agreed, on October 12, to review a de- 
cision holding the American Medical 
Association guilty of violating the Sher- 
man Anti-Trust Act by alleged activities 
against a group-health organization in 
the District of Columbia. 

Granting the medical association’s 
petition meant that the tribunal would 
hear oral arguments in the case and then 
would deliver a formal opinion. Denial 
of a review allows the decision of the 
lower court to stand. 
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The American Medical Association 
contended that the practice of medicine 
was a profession, not a trade, and hence 
could not be prosecuted under the Sher- 
man act which prohibits activities “in re- 
straint of trade.” 


PERSONNEL CHANGES 
In ARMY AND Navy 


Six naval dental officers have been or- 
dered to the Mayo Foundation, Roches- 
ter, Minn., for postgraduate instruction 
in maxillofacial surgery. They are Lt. 
Comdrs. L. P. Mitchell, Jr., and Wilbur 
N. Van Zile, Lt. Stephen F. Jensen, and 
Lts. (jg) Alexander D. Bunn, John W. 
Pepper, Jr., and Charles R. Shea. All 
except Lt. Jensen, a reservist, are officers 
of the regular Navy. 

The special course, instituted through 
cooperation of the Mayo Foundation and 
the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, will be of six weeks duration. A 
second group of entrants will be accepted 
November 16. 

Lt. Col. Robert J. Thoman, Camp 
Blanding, Florida, has been ordered to 
duty as post dental officer at Scott Field, 
Illinois. Lt. Col. James B. Harrington, 
Fort Devens, Massachusetts, has been 
transferred to another station. Retired in 
1939 he was recalled to active duty in 
June 1941. 

Lt. Col. Brantley I. Newsom, D.C. 
(temp. Col. AUS) has been promoted to 
the rank of colonel. Captain Wallace 
J. Morlock, D.C., has been promoted 
to the rank of major. 


New Law Protects 
Lease TERMINATIONS 


President Roosevelt on October 7 
signed a bill (H.R. 7164) to extend the 
benefits provided in the original Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Relief Act of 1940. The bill 
contains provisions under which leases 
may be terminated by persons who enter 
military service when such leases cover 
premises occupied for dwelling, profes- 
sional, business, agricultural or similar 


purposes. Under the original act, no pro- 
vision was made for the cancellation of 
leases, nor did the benefits contained in 
the original act in connection with leases 
apply to leases on premises used for 
business or professional purposes. 

Other changes in the law include an 
increase in the amount of private insur- 
ance the government will protect. Under 
this section, the government agrees to 
guarantee premiums on policies up to 
$10,000, double the present figure. 
Servicemen whose premiums are paid by 
the government must pay the amounts 
to the government within two years aiter 
the war. 


DENTURE BILL 
HearinGs ARE PUBLISHED 


A transcript of the hearings on the 
Senate bill (S.2371) “prohibiting inter- 
state commerce in dentures in violation of 
state or territorial laws’ has now been 
issued by the Government Printing Of- 
fice. The hearings were held on July 15, 
16, 17 and 20 in Washington before a 
subcommittee of the Senate Committee 
on Interstate Commerce. 

In the House of Representatives 
hearings had been held on February 3-4, 
1942 on the Traynor bill. After some 
changes, this bill (H.R.6730) was passed 
by the House of Representatives. The 
Senate bill was introduced by Senator 
James M. Tunnell, of Delaware. No 
action has yet been taken by the Senate 
subcommittee. 


War MEpIcineE INSTITUTE 
To Ber ror DENTISTS 


An Institute of War Medicine and 
Surgery for Dentists will be held in Chi- 
cago on October 26-29. The four day 
course will consist of lectures and dem- 
onstrations by Army and Navy officials 
and by authorities in other fields. Appli- 
cations should be sent directly to the 
Chicago Dental Society, 30 North Mich- 
igan Avenue, Chicago, which is spensor- 
ing the Institute. 
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You Help Someone You Know 
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